PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday 16th May 2007

Contact: Sarah Dee pr@everymanpalacetheatre.com / 021 4557826

EVERYMAN PALACE THEATRE PRESENTS

GUESTS OF THE NATION

BY FRANK O’CONNOR

as part of the 2007 Cork Midsummer Festival
Performed by DENIS CONWAY

Directed by PATRICK TALBOT
18 – 23 JUNE

THE EVERYMAN PALACE THEATRE

The Everyman Palace Theatre is delighted to announce the first ever theatrical staging of Guests Of The Nation, the classic War Of Independence story, as written by Frank O’ Connor. The production will be directed by Patrick Talbot and performed by Irish Times/ESB theatre awards winner Denis Conway. It will be presented twice nightly at The Everyman Palace Theatre during the first week of the Cork Mid Summer Festival
At a time when the gun seems to be finally removed from Irish politics, Frank O’ Connor’s iconic story recalls a period of violent self determination, on both personal and national levels. It is a compelling account of ordinary humanity under extraordinary stress. 

Guests of The Nation was published in 1931 in Frank O’Connor’s first collection of short stories. Born in Cork in 1903, O’ Connor has produced a body of work which is in league with that of James Joyce, JM Synge and George Bernard Shaw in the canon of 20th century Irish literature. Arguably one of the greatest pieces of anti-war literature ever written, Guests of The Nation is now brought to vivid theatrical life in a production featuring Denis Conway. 
Denis Conway won the Irish Times / ESB Theatre award for Best Actor for his title role performance as Richard III in 2002. Denis most recently appeared in the films The Wind That Shakes The Barley directed by Ken Loach, The Tiger's Tail directed by John Boorman, and Alexander directed by Oliver Stone. He makes a welcome return to the Everyman Palace after his appearance here last year in Enda Walsh's critically acclaimed play The Walworth Farce. 
The production is directed by Patrick Talbot, Artistic Director of the Everyman Palace Theatre, whose recent direction of Conor McPherson’s Dublin Carol received critical acclaim and enjoyed a successful national tour with two runs in Dublin. Other work includes Goldfish in the Sun by Donal Giltinan with additional material by Raymond Scannel (EPT 2006), ART by Yasmina Resa (EPT 2005), Frozen by Bryony Lavery at the Project Arts Centre in 2006, and The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams, starring Emmy Award winning actress Barbara Babcock (EPT 2004). He also produced the world premiere of Wrecks, written and directed by Neil LaBute and featuring Ed Harris
Guests of The Nation is designed by Cliff Dolliver, with Costume Design by Sinead Cuthbert, Lighting Design by Paul Denby and Sound Design by Cormac O’Connor.
THE EVERYMAN PALACE THEATRE

18th June @ 8PM and

19th – 23rd June @ 6.30PM & 8PM

Tickets €15 / €10

Booking on www.everymanpalace.com or 021 450 1673

